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2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)\Z\ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 3-18 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1 and 3-18 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed 12/28/2007. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-18 have been examined and are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3-4 and 6-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yonemitsu U.S Patent No. 6,856,962 in view of Ford U.S Patent No. 
6,480,830. 

As to claim 1, Yonemitsu teaches a schedule information system (Fig. 1) 
comprising: 

schedule data storage means in which users* schedule data are stored (schedule 
data storage unit 106, Fig. 1); 

related service search means for searching for first related information that 
relates to the schedule data stored in the schedule data storage means (...an 
unoccupied time search unit for accepting an unoccupied time search request for a 
schedule and determining whether the time zone of the schedule is rendered an 
occupied time or not based on the schedule state of the schedule data existing in the 



Application/Control Number: 09/916,579 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2194 

schedule data table and the definition data, and when determining that the time zone of 
the schedule is rendered an occupied time, displaying an unoccupied time by removing 
the time zone of the schedule from the unoccupied time..., lines 58-67 column 1); 

means for acquiring the first related information and outputting the schedule data, 
the first related information to a user in response to a user instruction (...function of 
searching for an unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied time search 
request, the search result is displayed in accordance with the definition..., lines 44-48 
column 3), 

Yonemitsu does not explicitly teach an Internet-based search engine, second 
related information summarizing a subject matter of the first related information, and the 
related information being other than schedule data of another user. 

Ford teaches (line 12 column 3 to line 55 column 4) a system of displaying user*s 
schedule data wherein an Internet-based search engine is used to search and display 
user's schedule data related information. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have modified Yonemitsu 
reference to include the teachings of Ford reference because by using an Internet- 
based search engine to collect user's schedule data related information, the system 
could display user's subject of interests as disclosed by Ford (line 12 column 3 to line 
55 column 4). 

As to claim 3, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches the information service 
data storage includes storing information relating to the access address and access 
procedure for the information service (lines 43-53 column 2); and connecting to the 
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information service on the basis of the access address and procedure information that 
have been retrieved by the related service search (connection of schedule data 
operating unit 108 and units 106, 107 and 109, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 4, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches receiving schedule data 
related information from an information service to which a connection has been 
established, and for outputting the received information along with the schedule data 
(...function of searching for an unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied 
time search request, the search result is displayed in accordance with the definition..., 
lines 44-48 column 3). 

As to claim 6, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches personal information 
storage for storing personal information relating to users (schedule data storage unit 
storing information about users, lines 7-10 column 3); wherein the related service 
search uses this personal information along with the schedule data to search the 
information service data storage (...searching for an unoccupied time relating to a 
particular user..., lines 7-47 column 6). 

As to claim 7, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches user preferences 
extraction for extracting information determine, on the bases of schedule data input by a 
user or information relatihg to information service means provided by a user, to be 
interest to the user, and for using the extracted information as part of the personal 
information (the system uses the input information of a particular user to search for 
unoccupied time relating to that user, lines 7-47 column 6). 
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As to claim 8, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches acquiring information 
relating to the personal information by connecting to an information service found by the 
related service search on the basis of the personal information (...searching for an 
unoccupied time relating to a particular user.,., lines 7-47 column 6), and for storing this 
information in the user schedule data storage as part of the schedule data of the user 
(lines 43-53 column 2). 

As to claim 9, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches the information service 
data storage is provided with information service data registration whereby the user can 
register information (user registers schedule data with the schedule management 
system, lines 16-26 column 3). 

As to claim 10, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches information service data 
acquisition for searching, on the basis of the personal information stored in the personal 
information storage, information service that are in conformity with this personal 
information (the system uses the input information of a particular user to search for 
unoccupied time relating to that user, lines 7-47 column 6); and for storing this 
information from the searched information service (lines 43-53 column 2). 

As to claim 11, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches when there is information 
to be registered as schedule data with the schedule data storage, requests transmission 
of the schedule data to the schedule data storage (user registers schedule data with the 
schedule management system, lines 16-26 column 3); and data transmit/receive for 
receiving this schedule data, retrieving information congruent with the received 
schedule data, and transmitting the acquired information (...function of searching for an 
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unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied time search request, the search 
result is displayed in accordance with the definition..., lines 44-48 column 3). 

As to claim 12, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches display for presenting the 
user with information acquired from an information service (user system displays 
information from the server, lines 41-42 column 2); generating and displaying the 
animated character images along with the acquired information (tables contain user 
information, Figs. 2-3, 5-6 and 8). 

As to claim 13, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches selecting a display 
scenario that is appropriate for the schedule data (display unoccupied time of a 
particular user, lines 7-53 column 6); and in accordance with the movement pattern 
obtained by this display scenario selection, displays the animated character images and 
outputs what the character says (tables contain user information, Figs. 2-3, 5-6 and 8). 

As to claim 14, it is a system claim of claim 1 . Therefore, it is rejected for the 
same reasons as claim 1 above. Yonemitsu as modified further teaches implementing 
in a server (clients 102s connect to server 103 via network 110, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 15, Yonemitsu as modified further teaches information service data 
storage contains Internet location information as the address information (TCP/IP 
protocol, lines 1-15 column 3) for accessing an information service. 

As to claims 16-17, they are system claims of claims 14-15. Therefore, they are 
rejected for the same reasons as claims 14-15 above. 

As to claim 18, it is a computer storage medium claim of claim 1 . Therefore, it is 
rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
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4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yonemitsu in view of Ford, and further in view of Van Home U.S Patent No. 6,625,645. 

As to claim 5, Yonemitsu as modified above does not explicitly teach a billing 
storage. Van Home teaches a system of clients using service from a server wherein the 
server stores clients' billing information for account charging purpose (lines 38-65 
column 4). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to have modified Yonemitsu reference as modified by Ford 
reference to include the teachings of Van Home reference because by storing clients' 
billing information, the server could charge the clients for the service that they have 
used as disclosed by Van Home (lines 38-65 column 4). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 12/28/2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argued that Yonemitsu reference lacks most of the features required by 
the present claims, and should be withdrawn (Remarks, fourth paragraph page 8). In 
response, while Yonemitsu reference lacks of the features, it does not preclude using 
Yonemitsu reference in the claim rejections. 

Applicant argued that Ford reference does not teach second related information 
summarizing the first related information (Remarks, last paragraph page 8 to fifth 
paragraph page 9). In response, as disclosed in the claim rejection above, Ford 
teaches (line 12 column 3 to line 55 column 4) a system of displaying user's schedule 
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data and related information wherein such related information could comprise main 
category and subcategory. Such different levels of categories clearly suggest first and 
second related information as claimed. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy Ho whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3762. 
A voice mail service is also available for this number. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on (571) 272-3718. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIM) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or" Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pajr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2100. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 
Or fax to: 

• AFTER-FINAL faxes must be signed and sent to (571 ) 273 - 8300. 

• OFFICAL faxes must be signed and sent to (571 ) 273 - 8300. 

• NGN OFFICAL faxes should not be signed, please send to (571 ) 273 - 3762 



A.H 

March 29, 2007 




